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Our Lady of Good Counsel 

 Junior Cycle Programme  

 

Policy Statement: 

The Junior Cycle program is exclusively available to students attending Our Lady of Good 

Counsel (OLGC) Special School who are aged between 12 and 14 years in September of 

their first year in the program. The Junior Cycle is a three-year continuous program. 

Planning and implementation will be dynamic and will change to meet the academic needs 

of all pupils in OLGC school.    

Junior Cycle students will be required to complete Priority Learning Units (PLUs) at either 

Level 1 or Level 2. Students can complete PLUs at different levels. For instance, one 

student may complete the Numeracy PLU at Level 1 and the Communication and Literacy 

PLU at Level 2.  

 

Teachers of students starting their first year of the Junior Cycle program in September will 

have to evaluate their students and confer with the previous year's teacher before 

determining the most appropriate level of PLU for each student. By November of that school 

year, the class teacher, in consultation with ETB teachers and the previous year's teacher, 

will have decided the level of each PLU the student will study.  
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Each student will be required to complete two short courses within three years, in addition 

to the PLUs, as part of their Junior Cycle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior Cycle Level 1 

 

Vision for the Level 1 Learning Program (L1LP) 

Students are the focal point of the teaching and learning process. They will receive an 

educational experience that caters to their individual needs and empowers them to live, 

learn, work, and contribute autonomously to their communities. 

The learning experience for pupils participating in the L1LPs includes:  

• the pupil’s L1LP  

• other learning experiences  

• wellbeing  

• elements of the pupil’s personalised programme (IEP). 

The following PLUs (Priority Learning Units) are offered to pupils at Level 1 

• Communication, Language and Literacy 

• Numeracy 

• Personal Care and Wellbeing 

• Being Part of a Community  

• Physical Education 

• The Arts 

 

Assessment  

Assessment is a crucial component of any learning program as it helps in promoting 

learning and supports teaching. Initially, the pupils' starting point is determined, and then 

they are supported in comprehending the new learning material. The assessment generated 

by L1LP Priority Learning Units is conducted in the classroom. Evidence of the pupils' 

learning is collected in a portfolio by the teacher over three years for assessment. To make 

the assessment process easier, each piece of evidence should be clearly marked with the 

relevant PLU and Learning Outcome. A cover header sheet is prepared at the end of each 

year, which shows the year, the teacher, and the SNA's who collected the evidence. The 

teacher who collected the evidence for the X, Y, or Z plan of that year signs the cover 

header sheet.  

 



 

The portfolios provide students with tangible evidence of their progress and 

accomplishments. They discuss, review and share their portfolio with teachers, parents, and 

peers as appropriate, which enhances their self-esteem as active pupils. Examples of types 

of evidence of learning that might be included in the portfolio are: 

• written work  

• project work  

• homework  

• charts, 

• diagrams, 

• photographs 

• audio or video recordings of the pupil’s participation in an activity, event, or achievement  

• recordings of work in the arts. 

 

 

Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement Level 1 

The assessment of PLUs (Programme of Learning Units) and short courses, as well as the 

Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement (JCPA) awarding, is based on the achievement in both 

PLUs and short courses. 

At JC level 1, the assessment is based on one of the following descriptors: Successfully 

Completed or Progress Achieved.  

To be recorded on the JCPA as Successfully Completed, the evidence must indicate that 

the pupil has achieved the majority (51%) of learning outcomes in a PLU or short course.  

To be recorded on the JCPA as Progress Achieved for each PLU and Short Course, 

evidence must be provided that indicates the pupil has benefited from accessing some 

learning outcomes for that PLU. 

 After completing their Junior Cycle program, students will have three years of evidence of 

learning in their Junior Cycle Evidence Folder. The Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement 

(JCPA) will not be available to students in June of their Junior Cycle third year. However, in 

the winter of the following school year, teachers will have access to the Esinet database, 

and the JCPA Certificates (Appendix 3) will be generated and given to the students.  

 

Junior Cycle Level 2 

 

Vision for the Junior Cycle Level 2 Learning Program (L2LP) 

Our teaching and learning approach places students at the heart of everything we do. Each 

student will receive a personalized educational experience that caters to their unique needs 



 

and equips them with the skills and knowledge they require to live, learn, work, and make 

meaningful contributions in their communities with a high degree of independence. 

The following Priority Learning Units (PLUs) are offered to pupils at Level 2 

 Communication and Literacy 

 Numeracy 

 Personal Care 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment: 

The assessment generated by L2LP Priority Learning Units is conducted in the classroom. 

Teachers gather evidence of students' learning over the span of three years during junior 

cycle and store it in an evidence folder. The teacher is responsible for grading each piece of 

evidence. It is important that each piece of evidence is clearly marked with the relevant PLU 

and Learning Outcome. At the end of each year, a cover header sheet is created, indicating 

the year, teacher, and SNA who collected the evidence. This sheet is signed by the teacher 

who collected the evidence for the X, Y, or Z plan of that year. The JCPA documents the 

achievement of the pupils’ work of PLUs, as reported by the school. 

Examples of types of evidence of learning that might be included in the portfolio are: 

• written work  

• project work  

• homework  

• charts, diagrams, photographs 

• audio or video recordings of the pupil’s participation in an activity, event, or achievement 

• recordings of work in the arts. 

 

 

Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement Level 2 

 

The Assessment of PLUs and short courses and the awarding of the JCPA is school-based. 

The evidence of learning gathered in the L2LP evidence folder will be presented for the 

Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement (JCPA).  

The PLUs are divided into elements and learning outcomes. For achievement in each PLU 

to be recorded on the Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement (JCPA), pupils must present 

evidence of learning in a majority (51%) of the learning outcomes in each element of that 

PLU.  The assessment Descriptor for Level 2 is ‘Achieved’.  

 



 

For each Level 2 short course, achievement recorded on the JCPA requires meeting quality 

features of the Classroom Based Assessment (CBA). By the end of the third year, students 

will have completed their Junior Cycle program. All evidence of their learning during those 

three years will be collected in their Junior Cycle Evidence Folder. The Junior Cycle Profile 

of Achievement (JCPA) will not be given to students in June of their third year. However, 

during the following school year's winter, teachers will be able to access the Esinet 

database and generate JCPA Certificates to be presented to the students. 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 1 

 

The Progression Continuum 

 
The progression continuum below consists of 7 pathways, which describe, in broad terms, 

learning & development at Level 1. These pathways are used to describe the level of 

achievement for pupils. The pupil’s achievement may progress along this continuum for 

different areas of learning/learning outcomes. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 2 

 

Level 1 Learning Programmes   

Priority Learning Units (PLU) 

 

Junior Cycle L1LP1  https://www.jct.ie/l1lp/l1lp 

Junior Cycle L2LP2   https://www.jct.ie/l2lp/l2lp 

 

https://www.jct.ie/l1lp/l1lp
https://www.jct.ie/l2lp/l2lp


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Appendix 3 

 

Example of Certificate of Completion 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 4 

 

 

 



 

Qualification Framework of Ireland 

 

 

 

 

 


